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KALGOORLIE CONSOLIDATED GOLD MINES (KCGM) — VEGETATION CLEARING 

2587. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Environment 

I refer to question on notice No. 2393 of 6 May 2010, photographs taken on 21 January 2010, depicting clearing 
of vegetation and construction of bores undertaken with exploration equipment available for viewing at 
www.mp.wa.gov.au/rchapple/Kaltails, a document dated 3 December 2009 entitled, ‘KCGM Mining Proposal 
and Works Approval Application’, a media statement dated 1 May 2005 entitled, ‘Unauthorised native 
vegetation clearing conviction’, and another dated 30 November 2009 entitled ‘illegal land clearers fined $10000 
each’, and I ask - 

(1) Given the Minister has indicated that the Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC), has not 
received an application to clear native vegetation under the Environmental Protection Act 1986 in the 
vicinity of the monitoring bores referred to above, will the company/employees/contractors be 
prosecuted for breaching sections 51 C, 99Q or any other sections of the Environmental Protection Act 
1986, in clearing and damaging vegetation in the vicinity of the monitoring bores referred to in the 
photographs above? 

(2) If no to (1), why not? 

(3) In relation the answer provided for question on notice No. 2393 part (7), can the Minister explain why 
the impacts of residual cyanide in the groundwater affecting ore processing are beyond the scope of the 
Environmental Protection Act 1986? 

(4) If no to (3), why not? 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER replied: 

(1)-(2)  The matter is currently under investigation, and therefore it would be inappropriate for me to comment 
until the investigation is completed and all the facts are established. 

(3) The Hon Member appears to have misinterpreted my response to part (7) of Question on Notice No. 
2393 which was "The impacts of residual cyanide on the processes at the Fimiston Mill relate to ore 
processing efficiency and as such are beyond the scope of the Environmental Protection Act 1986."   

Groundwater was not referred to in my response. If the Hon Member meant water rather than 
groundwater then this is beyond the scope of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 as the water going 
into the ore processing is not discharged into the environment, but rather it is an input into the 
production process.  

(4) Not applicable.  
 


